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wo1:1nded experienced long hours of physical suffering, only to join 
their d~ad comrades. The heart-breaking spectacle of this unneces­
s~ry misery caused t!1is_ Swiss humanitarian to meditate on a prac­
tical method of relieving some of the effects of man's brutality 
~oward man. Shortly afterward he published A Souvenir of Solfer­
zno, a shockingly realistic and descriptive book of this carnao-e, 
which made a deep impression on the various European countri~.2 

Dunant's personal efforts, ably supported by influential Swiss 
medical, political, and military leaders, interested the Genevese 
Society of Public Utility in this problem which had plagued the 
wounded on the field of battle from the beginnings of warfare. In 
1863 this Society issued invitations to various countries to partici­
pate in an international conference to be held in Geneva. This con­
ference, of limited membership in which the United States did not 
participate, formulated the principles that would control the care 
of wounded in wartime. It provided for the neutralization of all 
hospitals, sanitary supplies, ambulances, nurses, attendants, and 
sick or wounded men. Everyone engaged in non-military relief 
·work would wear a distinctive arm badge-a red cross on a white 
background. After adjournment, this limited conference issued 
invitations for a rnore general international conference to be held 
in Geneva in 1864, and in which the delegates of the various coun­
tries should have the power to sign a treaty binding their country 
to abide by the general principles drawn up in 1863.s 

At first glance it would seem that the United States ·would be 
vitally concerned in this benevolent undertaking in Geneva. By 
1864 the nation in its costly, fratricidal strife, had witnessed the 
freezing to death of her wounded on Marye's Heights at Fredericks­
burg; the tremendous casualities at Shiloh, Antietam, and Gettys­
burg; and in the first part of 1864 General Grant secured a bloody 
reputation from his advance on Richmond.4 But Jefferson's phrase 
of no entang·ling alliances, ringing dovvn through the century, was 
to be a strong deterrent to the active participation by the United 
States in any international political conference, although its objects 
were of the highest order. 

President Lincoln's competent Secretary of State, ·william H. 
Seward, was not too engrossed with the life or death diplomacy 
with Great Britain and France to dictate cautious and limited 
instructions to George .J. Fogg, the American delegate _to the Geneva 
Convention in )864. Fogg, a former newspaper editor and nov,r 
Minister in Berne, ·was authorized to attend the Convention in an 
informal status only. Actually he was not to attend at all if there 
were representatives from the Confederacy present, since bis pres-
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encc \\ould be rnntamount to 1ccognition of the Rtbel GoH:rn• 
mutt.~ e\\,trd, echoing uaditional Amcrie:tn polin, lorcdull) 

declared: 
Ou, go1r1nn11·11L. 1d1ilc alwah rc,11I) LU fon,a,d all h11111anilar• 

i:i a , . , a , II 11111kr tood <>I <, of holding it,clf aloof from 

all Emopean cong,e~,,, or tampa<U of a political nature . , . • 
the ("n ,~ no prop~ 10 I I clJ at Geneva. 1,cini; £or the 
modification of in1c.·rn::11 ion al law, of \\ar and the ~igning of a ucat} 
t,, ,u., r-•n c, go1<r m t, ~hile in the mid t of 3 ,, r "ilh a 
rcknlk" and batharou, foe ... [i, nalurall}) of grcall'r ,ignili(,llt<e, 
and lite en II g o( a delegate or t<. C);, cs, ofliciall} cmpcmcn:d to 
rcp1csc11L and all Co, the Unitl'd Stales ... [i,J from the H'I) 
difficuhic, apparent, n~:irl) or q 1i c 11 ('°"ihte.G 

. ewa1 d felt that it ,rn, add,able fo, th· l' ,j1 d 'itatc, w opc17tt 3') 

a flee a~cm in this matter. Pcrhap, -,he would l.11c1 adopt t1c,1tit') 
,,·ith indi,,: idual countrie~ inrnrpvl w1.., ht pr n i,ioth of the ( on­
vention. or, conceiYably. the.: Unitt:d ",t,ttes would ratih ic i11 the 
futu1e. Both P1e,idcnt l 111<oln and C h,ult., '>11mnc1, ch,11 111,111 of 
the Senatt 1-o cign R 1. t'ons Con millet, 1 11 n 11cd with ",u aid.7 

Fogg proccC'dcd ft om Jk11H' to Gl'llc\·a after I cc Ci\ i11g 'il" .u d'~ 
imtruct1on~ and. u hm., on I \ ,, ~ f,,; , •emhcr r,. 18ii l· wa-. 
too late for the first !>hon sc"ion. I le i1nmtd1ately (<mien t·cl "1th 
Ch.nit:-. S. P. Bmde~ who had bcc.11 1tl1cH·d comide1.1hl) h) 1'0 11 ~·., 

appearance. 
Bmdc!>, the I uroptan agt·nt of thl' Ame, ic,111 'i,11111a1 ~- Com­

mi,,1on, had been in clo,e co11 c \ 1th Dunant and II I ct olljci ,I,, 
both in I:uropc and the United '>talc'>, intc1c~tcd Ill tlm mu<1ful 
undertaking. llis patent organ11:1t101. the \met ica 1 \a 1ita1, ( om­
mi,~ion. was the Ft.'dc1al agu1Cy which came into hlin~ to 1Plicvc 
the ~ufki ing of the fallc.n '>oldie1., in the Ci, ii \\',11. lJ;l\•in~ at hi-. 
fingcnip, th, pt 1ctical 01 /") rnirntion and id admini, 1 ul In the 
Sanitaty Commi,\ion, he wa-. one ol the mmt q11al1liul pu,om 
prc,cnt m C,tnu·1. Hi,; p~hit1Dn lud bct.n tmh.,rra~-.in.., um1l [·o .. ~·, 
arrival. ~ts he wa-; the onh \mu iran Jll'l',clll. and he had :,no 
official ~tatm wh,tbOC.\t't from Ju, gmcn1mcnt." 

I k inlo1 med Fogg of the '>ilU:uion, and L1 -;,t h,, I \ aucndcd 
1~1c next cl,t\ > _session. Fogg rcalil(•cl the limitatmns of hi., qualifi<a• 
llOll\ to ,,. , llCIJ ,'C , 1 tOI HOtton ,r I,~ ll.llllH ,o 1 e ecutcd a 
\Cal adja,e11t to his own for Bowle-, Since Fogg', nwmhc1ship in 
the. Comcnuon wa~ m{mmal, he !'<.a\\ no 1t.1son win :111othc 1 lm ti 
..\111crican could not ~hire thi, info m lit, Berni; c he , 1 1· ·,t 
amhot i,cd lo sign the proposed ConH·nt1on, neither he nor Btl\\ ll''> 
deuned it : • pr >pri:uc o t, I,. I 1 1 to mal debates. 
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ol pinion on variou point. among the 
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the wounded . . . . " 10 'I hi 01 d I h goal f 
the ·o to apprO\ ing, in general, the pr· Jle laid down 
by th nee of 1 ult, t.h e of dcbat wa · 
111ate1 i ced and i oved ,·ar · oothl •. 

Am r· pa · · h n L r rd th dcl at 
f the pro in nlluenci ,·cnhel . , in p I ti u-

lar, wa of at , th hi pra tical and theo 1 knowlcdg . 
Jle ably p d , pi Lure, and ·c d pti n ( the 

·gani,ati n a n of the <;anit mn n clurin_,, th· 
ivil ,,·ar. In era ·h · th re ub n the lele-

at s as t th a i a 'rtain th rv, Howle was able to 
hO\, ho,,· the aniwr · Commi ion had me~ u cc fulh the ..imc 

problun. -1 he tw .\meri an d Jeg,llc at n ·t Lo tho .' of ·ran e 
and Iain in t.he ·011\'enti II Hall: an l when their general aim· 

in idcd, the c for ign d ·legat often 1Vould ad van · . \.merkan 
, rgu111c;nr on the /lo r. 11 :\fan of the Ani I · of the re ultino 

on •ntion w re ck1 ived from th Am Ii an In trnctions for the 
,ovt:1 nmenl of Armies in the Fteld whi h had been prcpar u 

durin the 'i ii "'ar or t!ie F <l rnl Armi · .12 In th ir mi- ffi ial 
tatu , oog and Bowle to a Jar, de 0 n:c heir l mold the fmal 

produ t. 

Bu th , e wa not a mplete a 1·een enc with . \meriran i •w . 
·or c·.•ampl ·, the , 11itary ommi sion wa chi fl organized on a 

volumarv b, i , and thi I heel ,·ith the foundati n ,r man , of 
them n~r hie, l, · urop , 11 govcnm ·nt. rhi olunta1y parti iJ -
tion mi ht brina th oldi r to n ·:tr th· pe I le and di curb the 

i tin r ord r. Jt wa · g nerally 1111clerst d in neH1 that the 
· mp ·1 r o{ Fran c and the King f Pru ia had given po iti,e 

in uu Lion that voluntaiy I popular •awre hould be 
admill d. 1 

II differcn c were di cu d in a spirit of harmony and 011-

iliaticm, nC'verth le , and ·a h de! gate a ppc r <l willi ll[> to 111· ke 
n ·. i n , pr vid d the did n t , io1at the in u u tions from hi 

h me governm nt. 'hew a Ith iti, n of Gen v , warm I · ~I pm t­
in a good au e, vi d with ea h other in elab rat ent I tarnmenc 
f r ch de] ·gat . In daily and ni lul ucc ion th·· ,·ere uhjeec 
to £etc:~, regatta, illuminations, and excur~ions on I , utiful Lak 

eneva. 1c1c 
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\\"ith thi!> ~pirit of pm po,c and good ~ecli ng p~ t'\ aknt, 1 he 
Conlcrenre qui('klv fini,hed itli ta~k and a<_l101110ul_ 111 ~he l, Lt~1 
pan of \ugw,t. Fogg rc·w111cd to l11s 1 <'lauvch q111:t cl1p_lona,1t_1c 
l ;>st m Bern and Hr>wlc!> rbulll, d \\'?' ~ for thl ~a111t:u \ (.011111lll,· 
\ion. The onh' n:qui1cment no,, rem,11n111g to m.1ke the ( 011H.nt1011 

completd} dlec11,·c w~ to ,ccme i,., 1,11!6,ation b) eH 1 ,_ nation. 
'lhh tht ddcgatts 1eali1ed would he d1fficulL, but cc1ta111l) 1101 

impo%iblc. . . 
\wit1trl:tnd and France had wkrn the lrnd 111 the pro< cedrng, 

and were the f11.,t LO ratifv. The, were immcd1aul) rollo,,cd b) 
Bdglllm, the i'\cthu land:,, ltal} ,_ '>~,·ukn and '=orn·a,. Dl111n,1~·k, 
Spain, Raden. (,1lerl, Grt:at B11t.un. and \fcd-lenbu11.;-~clnH 1111. 
Aniclc IX of the Convention P'°' idcd loi the fututl .1dm1ttancc 
ol an} n.nion "hich would adopt the e ptincipks.JS 

Thi, aucmpt to put imo practical opc1at1on till' pi inciph-~ 
fornwlatcd hv the Geneva C.onlcrcnce of 186:J wa,, both n,1tional 
.ind mte1 nat1on,1I. 1 hc1c \\,h to be an Int<.'t n:Hional ot1t111iucc 
for the Rclicl oi \\'oundcd "oldicrs pc1 mancmly locall'd 111 (,< m·, a. 
Earh 111cmbc1 counll) would c~tabli,h a ,ational Red Cro,, \otJll\, 

offici 1lh 1 C(Ogni,ed h) it-. gO\ crnmcnt to c,111, out the concl1 tion,; 
rec1uircd bv ratification. Each national ~ocict) ,,otild he fonrn.•<l in­
depcnckntl} and, in every I c~pcc t, wotd<l conform to it.. national 
h, ,. The Intc n'.l.tion:i.l Committee would be the huh of thi:, loo,e 
organi,ation and in limes ol disue~, ,,ould uy to rno1dinatc 1apidly 
and efi1cit:11tl) the I chd don.Ht cl b~ the n.ttional ,ot.ictic.,. , he l 11-
ternation:1.l Committee could not diet llC the poliq to any or the 
national sodcucs. 1·01 uniH:rsal rctognition and afct,, it ,,·oukl he 
nccc.,~.1 } that a u111£o11n badge, thl Rut (.10", he adopted hy all 
counuics. 

TlllS 1mc1 national or~ani,ation of ,er) limited powe1s ,,-.,s 
scill at ,.uimcc "1th uadi11onal .\me1ican poliq. DUiing the Con­
ference. Fogg had not bttn .,blc to di,rnss \\lWthc1 the Unitul 
!)cate:, ,,otild 1,1tif> or 1101, O\\lllg to hi., 1<.:,uinul in,tnHtion,. lie 
me c.h had ,tailed In '1\'in1-, ti 1l the l'nit<.d "tat<:\ p10hahh· would 
not rati(y a, long as the Ci, ii ",1r rnnt11mul. 11 i onh ;.u om ,c 
w.h to ,twan a poliq <kci!>1on h) the Gonrnmuu 111 \\'a,hin~1on 1; 

but in the m<. 1mim_e he , '.l.~ in an :l\\k\,·anl pmition. I mopean 
nat1om took great intcre,t rn whcthu the lJnittd 'itatv, \\Otiltl 
rat'.fy, hut \c" tr~ did n~t •~:.pond to the formal 11wit 1tinn 10 join 
wlurh had been 1"ued in "-.:oHmhcr, 18fi 1. 

L11tle publicit) "·a, gi,cn this C.orwent1on in the l nitcd 'itatl-.. 
Th p thli~ wa, too occup1t.d ,,irh thl critical pn"dc•1ni.d ehttion 
of 1861. with "ihe11nan\ "mard, th1ou1h C.co11.;ia," and \\1th othlr 
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pressing p~oblems to give muth attention to the happenings in 
remote Switzerland. Most of the pertinent literature was in French, 
little effort being made to translate it, and it failed to reach the 
reading American public. 18 

Fogg still had received no reply from Seward and was succeeded 
by George Harrington in October, 1865. The Swiss government 
renewed its invitation through Harrington in 1866, and his only 
recourse was to forward again the invitation to Seward and await 
his answer. 19 In 1867 Senator Edwin Morgan, a Republican from 
New York, had introduced a resolution in the Senate asking the 
Committee on Foreign Relations to report on the feasibility of the 
United States' becoming a party to the Geneva Convention,2° but 
no favorable action was taken. Thus, despite the high aims of the 
Convention and the active support given it by a few Americans, 
the isolationist tradition of this nation forbade her from becoming 
a member at this time. 

Switzerland and France, being the most interested nations in 
the success of this ambitious project, were very anxious for the 
adoption of it by the United States. It was difficult for them to 
comprehend why one of the most progTessive and enlightened na­
tions, still nursing her gTievous war wounds, would not be anxious 
to ratify this meritorious pact. By 1868 the United States had still 
not committed herself to a definite rejection or adoption of the 
Convention, and France made an inquiry as to her exact position. 21 

In reply, Seward agreed that the ideals of the Convention were of 
the highest order, but American military authorities had always 
voluntarily observed its principle rules and it would not be likely 
for them to violate them in the future. He emphatically continued: 

It has always been deemed at least a questionable policy, if not 
unwise, to become a party to any instrument to which there are 
many other parties. Nothing but rhe most urgent necessity should 
lead co a departure from this rule. It is believed the case [in ques­
tion] ... would not warrant such a course.22 

Thus Seward effectively prohibited the immediate accession. of the 
United States. 

As one of the outstanding Secretaries of State, he did not 
believe he was committing a crime against mankind by failing to 
ratify this Convention. He was me~-ely c?ntinuing a ~uccessful, 
fundamental principle of foreign policy which had been 1mbedded 
in the American mind from the very beginning. He had not been 
opposed to the representation of :h_e United States in other interna­
tional conferences of a non-pohucal nature, such as the Postal 
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ongre in Pari , the tati tical Con ·e in Berlin, and thers 
r JaLing to agri ulcure h ld in differ nt pan of Europ . ~ut the 
Gene a Com·ention, altering the law of war, wa f a dill rent 
nature.•, 

I e wa upported in Lhi b · the \\ ar D par 
he had ref rred the invhation to join. 1: hi d pa 
erned with the propo d pre en in th t · 

military per onn 1 under the proL tion l 
ro badn-e, who would uppo eel be admi 1 

wounded, but in reality might I c pi . , that 
the ri k of e Ji ·n the the tcr o imc1 f rrin 
with the obje of th mpnign, would b n i11effic i 'IH 
;rni 1 ,, 4 .1. ubt t · wa e 1ililar up 

por va1 <lee:· no 
·c.:f of tr11it tat 

ind" n at home. Prob, bly a majorit • n r 
h a1 the 7eneva Conv ntion and thi · l 1 

poli brou ht fonh little mment, pro o h 
Great Britain o r the Alabama laim- a1 of ,\I.1 ka, 
" eward" ice-bo.·,'' were in the diplom. 

There w t 11p · 1 though. 
he R ,·. Dr r ·. it \ h had 

founded the te m in 1 86) 
i ,· York t I ti f ~Ii r · 

tl fiel c the adhcren Tnit d 
t the v mention an l al c be ome the national 
which had LO be re ~ i,ed by t rnment to car· 
nvemion t rm . E t a ade h t 

but tl1cir re pon c wa m . . n lin <l o, 
while, furni h d aid in th a r f 1c 70, and rh n 
cea ed to exi t th follm, ing · ar. ince it had oo ffi i, 1 catu . it 
could not be an ffc Live organizati 1PG 

Clara Batton al o had I e I a ti\.e in or , ni,ino-, nd mini t r­
ing reH f to i il ,var wounded. " 7hile takin, a rest in. will 1 I:.ind 
und r <l tor' or 1 r in 1 Gg, he wa · a1 prnacbed b · the Pr id nt 
and member of the lntcrnati nal C nunitte . ·h , ,, nc cl ro 
know wh th tat , refu ed I r, tify the on •11ti n. i\[u h 
to her mbarra ment he wa ore cl t admit that he had n ,,er 
heard of th ~ncva onv_ mi n and wa urc that the maj I ity 
of her f !low c1u, n al o did n t know that th nit I t, t had 
re(u eel to ratify. he felt that i( th people uld onh· kn w of thi 
ben vol nt undenaking tl1 nited ,'tatc \\. uld b an.·iou to gi 
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its approval. 26 From this time on, she devoted herself to gaining 
American ratification. 

Alt~ough the_ International Red Cross movement was losing 
ground m the Umted States, it was progressing rapidly in Europe. 
By the encl of 1866 twenty European states had adhered to the 
Convention and others continued to join, not only from Europe 
but from South America and the Near East as well. Another Con­
vention had been held in Geneva in i 868 to apply, as far as possible, 
the rules adopted for land warfare to the Navy, but Seward had not 
bothered to send an informal observer to this Convention. 2 1 In the 
bitter Franco-Prussian , 1Var of 1870, the aid and comfort ministered 
by the International Red Cross sharply contrasted with the misery 
of the battlefield of Sedan and the siege of Paris. This helped to 
popularize and demonstrate the practical effectiveness of the Red 
Cross.28 

Meanwhile, Seward vacated his office in 1869 and another 
capable political leader, Hamilton Fish, became Secretary of State 
and served for the next eight years under President Grant. Fish 
shared Seward's isolationist views and therefore did not send a 
representative to the Brussel's Conference of 1874.20 At the invita­
tion of the Czar of Russia, the delegates of the leading powers had 
met in Brussels to draft a new code of land warfare and the result­
ing code was known as the Declaration of Brussels. The United 
States, having taken little interest in the proceedings, naturally did 
not adhere formally to the Declaration. 

When Hayes finally took office after the disputed election of 
1876, the eminent Swiss jurist and President of the International 
Committee, Gustav Moynier, again tried to secure the ratification 
of the United States. Clara Barton personally presented his letter 
to Hayes-a letter which adroily praised American contributions in 
the Geneva Convention of 1864.3° But flattery was not sufficient, 
and Hayes' Secretary of State, \I\Tilliam Evarts, was no more willing 
to break with the nation's traditional policy than had been his 
predecessors. . . 

Clara Barton was not dismayed, and although m 111 health, 
she launched a crusade for ratification. She bombarded Congress­
men with arguments, wrote forceful art~cles, an~ used all h~r 
weakened energy to influence policy-makmg offioals and public 
opinion. . . 

Finally she was instrumental m founding, and subsequently 
was made President of, the National Society of the Red Cross, 
which had the same aims as the Rev. Dr. Bellows' deceased organ­
ization. First, they had to secure American ratification of the 
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Convention, and next they had to obtain official recognitioi: of_ the 
ational Society. Because there were several other. orga111zat10ns 

with similar aims, it was mandatory for the effect1venes of the 
International Red Cross that there be only one recognized society 
in any given country which could wear the Red Cross insigni~. 

his time Clara Barton's Society found Congress and the public 
much more receptive than had the Rev. Dr. Rellows. Thi increa :ed 
response could be due to the fact that there were fewer ma JOr 
events in the diplomatic headlines now, or perhaps because the 
entangling alliance characteristic were now bejng outweighed by 
compassionate features. The supporters of this movement ··worked 
hard and diligently, despite Hayes' rejection, and the future did 
not appear as bleak as it had a decade ago. 

Optimism increased when the amiable Ga "field was elected 
President in 1880 and it bounded even higher when Jame G. 
Blaine, the "Plumed Knight," succeeded Evarts as Secretary o( 
State. The Red Cross supporters could expect the colorful Blaine 
with his dynamic diplomacy to be in a receptive mood for their 
undertaking. So again the President of the International Corn" 
mittee, through the untiring Clara Barton, reque ·tcd the President 
of the United States to become a party to the Convention.s 1 Garfield 
graciously and favorably entertained both Clara Barton and the 
request, and forwarded the request to the "Plumed Knight". Blaine 
enthusiastically approved of ratification and aid he would use his 
influence with CongTess to secure adoption. He pointed out that 
the Constitution had lodged the war"making powers with Cong-re s, 
and since the participation of the United tates in this International 
Convention was dependent upon and auxiliary to the war"making 
power of the nation, subsequent legislation by Congres , ou1d be 
required.s 2 The support given by Blaine and CongTe caused the 
nece sary steps for ratification to be set rapidly into motion. 

With this encouragement, the leaders of the Red Gros move" 
ment met in Washington in May, 1881 and drew up a Con titution 
for the American (National) Association of the Red Cro s. This 
was an outgrowth of the old National Society and it had their ame 
general aims: first, government ratification of the Convention, and 
then government recognition of their ssociation. Once thi had 
been ~ccom~lished, they could operate effectively a system of nation­
al relief wh~c_h not only would relieve the sufferings of war but 
other calam1t1es also, such as famines, pestilence, and floods. his 
~ssociati?n would be a _coll~cting and dispersing agency for all 
mformat10n connected with its humanitarian work, and it would 
cooperate with other national societies as much a po ible. The 
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· 1tio11 had an the. Pre; ident of 
1it d Stal'. and l in t, th ·al of Lhe i\1 m the 
n neral, an I t1 e . d\·o at eneral.l:s fhi advi or\' 
would nc t onl~ imp rtance in the c rcli11ati n o'r 

ovemmental and R d olicie, but f r it pr• tig ,·alu a 
w ·ll. 

\\ in co the ell r of the . \ ociation, hea1 til) back d b) tl1e 
aclmini traLion, the} o ihilit that lhc nit ·d tate would b come 
a pani iJ ant in the. tl\enti n wa app ring more: of a realit 
ca h day. cnator mar onger, a Republican from lid1igan, 
1 que Led in ~fa). , X '1 that Blai11 • end th • en ate the Artid of 
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l 11·ould not h undcntood a ugg ling the i-.ti ing o[ more 
m nlc~ for 1harilal>lc purp ~ ··; 1athe1 I am trying t ave lhe 
p opl mea11 • lo • ouomic their hariti , to mak th ir gift do 
more hy th pre" ntion of II dl -~ waste ... [thin •-one na1ion 
ha\"e igned the omen1ion nd] if the l nitcd talc of \merila i 
fortunate anl! dilig •nt . he nrnv. p ·rhaps, orn 10 stand no. !12 in 
th roll or ci, ili,a1ion an<l h111nanit). H not, he will rem.tin where 
. h al pr e11L Land , :1111011 lhe barbarian and th hcathcn.ss 

he lain• lh '11 wrnte Lo the wi mini ter and 
pl opie o L f Ratification of o o 

t Lh who had air a d h ntion.!16 he 
p al p tie . P Iara - w rk, y 
la nt l nit \"a great p · r 
w had not }' t he 

· t · ve 

de,1 Pr rfi kl, after only a in ffi e, 
a bullet. · nduring an agonizino- p iod 
na b d t hi w u a hi vi e-pre·i-

.• \nhur, recei\ · th rein e Li n. 
I arfi •lei ha I · Pr id nt 

w l poning Blain , m \nhur 
wa rvali e, a th er, nee o( 
vi n poli y lW b en the 
fir \'illin lo nore t 1 feature o( 
h ion, and the R cl , naturally 

an now i( the new Pre id imilar · . Ile 
· p L m in e 1 ng, a nnual i\ e to 

embe , , he upheld arfield' po ition and 
r , dcl be ' ... su h intcrc t in the ubject as ... 
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[would] result in the adhesion of the United States to that humane 
and commendable engagement."3 8 

However, the rift between the Stalwart President and the Half­
Breed Secretary of State was rapidly reaching a breaking point. 
The final break soon came in December, 1881, and the crestfallen 
"Plumed Knight" sadly turned over his office to Frederick T. 
Frelinghuysen. But up until the final rupture, Blaine had strongly 
supported American ratification. . . . 

In many ways Frelinghuysen was the antithesis of Blame. He 
was o·enerally considered a staunch conservative, and retrenchment 
was ;he watchword of his early days as Sea·etary of State. He quickly 
had reversed many of the policies of Blaine's aggressive diplomacy, 
and it would have seemed logical for him to try to keep the United 
States from participating in this international agreement. But to 
the relief of Red Cross supporters, he continued Blaine's policy in 
this instance, regardless of what his personal desires may have been. 

As a rsult, the Convention was sent to the Senate early in 
March, 1882, referred to the l•oreign Relations Committee for con­
sideration, and then presented to the Senate as a whole for ratifica­
tion. Fina11y on March 16th the Convention was at last ratified, 
thus ending an eighteen-year, uphill struggle by its supporters in 
this country and abroad. Not only had the United States ratified 
the Convention of 1864, but it was the first to ratify the Additional 
Articles of 1868, adapting the rules of land warfare to the Navy. 
The exchange of ratification quickly took place, and the treaty 
binding the United States to the Geneva Convention was pro­
claimed formaHy on July 26, 1882. Because no other nation had yet 
ratified the Additional Articles, the United States did not formal1y 
commit herself to abide by these ·when the treaty was proclaimed.ll9 

At last the American Association of the Red Cross was on a 
furn foundation, and congratulations poured in from all quarters. 
President Moynier presented Clara Barton a medal in honor of her 
untiring struggle for ratification.4° The International Red Cross 
immediately notified the other member nations, and although they 
could not explain " ... so complete a reversal of opinion ... ," 
they were nevertheless overjoyed with the change in sentiment of 
the great Transatlantic Republic.4 1 

Since 1882 the American Red Cross has grown and expanded 
and has generously helped alleviate suffering at home and on distant 
shores. Through succ~eding fnternational conferences its scope has 
been broadened and 1ts duties have been more exactly defined in 
ord_er ~o do a more effective job. Immediately it \\'as' called into 
action rn the Balkan War of 1883. Again it was present at the Johns-
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l "n llo d of 1 8g and at the I u ian famine of 1 1., 2 The 
tcran of ,\mc1 ica' four major con Iii t sine• ratification have 

ample , m c Lo r · p l a11d b thankful £or th~ uroaniLation. 
· Ii de I i 11 ol th nit •d 'talc lo adh •re o this onvention 

brought into J111p conua t t, o un n tincr and, Lil 111'a111ng poli­
i ·s. 1 he nst wa · lhc tt aditional, time-honored belief, cherished 

b \m I ica11 . th t th tlan I ocean hould be a p liti al a well 
a a ph "ical barrie1 to embroilment in ·ur pcan diplomacy. The 
ernnd w · the humane p1 in iple of improving Lh lot f the un or­

tu11atc, wounded ale.lier. The abandonment of the Cir t to e ure 
the e n<l ,,a JMrt o an in , nt, unh ,, ald d tr nd t ward a more 
ag •re ive J arti ipati n in world polici and wa accompanied 
hand in h nd "ith th u ·111 ndou im ·rnal growth and pr dunive 
apa it of the 
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