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J. Montague, to step out as leader of the fight against the machina
tions of the "machine." Montague, nicknamed "the red fox of 
Middlesex," seized this heritage of animosity from the Confederate 
hero, Fitz Lee, organized his campaign, and gained a great deal of 
support in the state before the race began. . 

Montague's popularity throughout the state _was a p~rt1cular 
asset in this campaign. His family had been proroment res1dents_ of 
Campbell County for generations, and bis father had been active 
in state politics, serving as a member of the House of Delegates 
and later as judge of the eighth circuit court. The "reel fox," hin_i-
self, was serving as attorney general of the state when he began his 
campaign for the governorship. Four years before he bad won tl~e 
Democratic nomination for attorney general largely because of lus 
own personal popularitys that was established by his able service 
as United States district attorney for the western district oE Virginia, 
by his name, and by his "disting·uished appearance and jmpressive 
oratory. "6 

Montague's leadirg rival for the Democratic nomination was 
Representative Claude A. S;vanson. This lean young man was born 
in 1862, the same year as Montague, but he had traveled a rougher, 
dustier road to his political career. His father had lost all his money 
following the Panic of 1873 and Swanson had to leave school at 
fourteen to begin work on a farm. But he continued to educate him
self during this period and at eighteen entered Virginia Agricul
tural and Mechanical College in Blacksburg. After two years he 
had to leave there and take a job as grocery clerk in Danville. Then 
a voluntary lo.an from several local businessmen enabled him to 
study at Randolph-Macon and later take a law degree from the 
University of Virginia.7 

v\Thile still in college at Randolph-Macon, Swanson had edited 
the :tt:anover and Carnline News, the Democratic organ for these 
counties. He had been a straight party man since this time and 
apparently had won Martin's favor in the 1897 gubernatorial con
vention and was promised his support in the next gubernatorial 
campaign. 8 Swanson's straight party loyalties were pronouncedly 
straight "machine" loyalties, and he is reported to have said that a 
true Democrat was "one who does what the machine tells him to 
do and does it quickly."9 

Swanson was not, however, so widely known through the state 
as Montague. In 1892, _just six years after his graduation from the 
Law Schoo~ of the University of Virginia, he had run successfully 
for the Umted States Congress and been re-elected each time after 
that. His growing prestige in state political circles had thus not 
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~e;n accompa~ied by an equal rise in prestige in the general pub
lics eye, for _his elect10n was a relatively local affair when compared 
to the elect10n of the state's attorney general. The duties of his 
office, moreover, kept him out of the state a great part of his time. 
Montague, ~f course, was constantly in the public eye as he carried 
out the duties of the number three office in the state. The attacks 
Swanson aimed at Montague during the campaign for his role on 
the State Board _of E:clucation were tacit admissions of the advantage 
i\Iontague had m his closer contact with state affairs . 

.Montague's campaign strategy centered about maintaining this 
early lead, and attacking the "machine'' and Swanson's connection 
with it. Perhaps because of the steady attack that Montague kept 
611 them, the "machine's" political maneuverings always lagged 
behind those of the "red fox." As Swanson finished his prefatory 
remarks and began to defend himself against Montague's latest 
charge, newsboys would appear on the streets hawking papers that 
contained a popular stand Montague had taken on some new issue 
that he had just injected into the campaign. Thus Swanson could 
only follow along and pick up the scraps when Montague an
nounced his support of larger educational appropriations and better 
roads through the state, especially in the rural areas. Swanson also 
often had to take the lean side of the issue because this was the 
side that the "machine" was on. This was the case when Montague 
said that he wanted an employer's liability law, something that the 
"machine," with its corporation support, 10 could never support 
strongly. 

The strategy of the "red £ox of Middlesex" to carry the fight 
to his opponent was generally successful in keeping Swanson on the 
defensive, and when the Congressman counterattacked, he tried to 
smear Montague with the mud in which the Attorney General 
charged Swanson waded. He first tried to do this ~hrough join~ de
bates with Montague, and, when the latter declined to contmue 
these after the first one, Swanson redoubled his charges and revela
tions of Montague's political maneuvering. At times, perhaps in 
the important Danville primary, u these blasts of personal abuse 
alienated more support than they gained. 

The other major aims of Swanson's political maneuvering were 
to pusb the voting elate as far as possible ahead to en~ble him t? 
carve away some of Montague's early l~ad, _and to obtam ~he maxi
mum from his support through a mmor_1ty represe_ntat10n plan. 
Much of the work for these goals was earned on behmd the scenes 
and drew heated charges of illegal practices or unethical use of 
political pressure from the Independents. 
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Thus throuah the unseasonably hot spring of 1901 charge and 
counterch~rge w~re hurled at one another by the two factions, ~ed 
by their young candidates, while gre~er and more ,~onservat1v~ 
heads shook over this family fight that might strengthen the enemy 
(Republicans) dangerously. But the th~eat here. app:ars to ha~e 

been largely imaginary, for the Republicans, wlul~ still strong 111 

some sections (especially the Southwest), had provided only token 
opposition in most of the state-wide contests since the d~(eat of 
William Mahone. The -Walton Election Law that was now m force 
almost insured the party in power of victory through control of 
the polls." 

Three other men-J. Taylor Ellyson, Edward Echols, and 
James vV, Marshall-were candidates when the Democratic primary 
beo·an, but only Echols and Marshall actually made the race. All 
tlu?ee of these men appear to have been connected with the "ma
chine." 1s Ellyson, from Richmond, was a ·well-known figure through
out the state as chairman of the Democratic State Committee. He 
had opposed Governor J. Hoge Tyler for the gubernatorial nomina
tion in the primary of 1897 and had won great popularity when he 
dramatically appeared on the platform in the convention and 
moved that Tyler be elected unanimously on the first ballot to 
avoid schism in the party. 14 Ellyson had immediately been chosen 
chairman of the· State Committee by acclamation. 15 He ·was a loyal 
party and "machine" man. 16 Thus it appears possible that Ellyson's 
withdrawal early in the campaign may have been at the request of 
the "machine" leaders, because they feared his strength ·wou1d 
weaken Swanson's candidacy too much. Ellyson's role as campaign 
manager for Swanson in his successful race for the governorship 
four years later adds suppoTt to this theory. 

Marshall and Echols, on the contrary, did not possess the state
wide popi1larity of Ellyson, though they were each strong in their 
section. Moreover, their sections were ones in which Niontao·ue 
might have expected to gain the lion's share of the vote iE nmnino
against Swanson alone, and it may be surmised that the "machine~ 
leaders felt their candidacy would weaken the popular "red fox" 
much more than Swanson. Both men preferred Swanson to :Mon
tague in this campaign. 17 

Politics ~ad been in the air almost from the first day of 1901. 

An _extra session ~£ the Gen~ral Assembly passed a bill in February 
calhng a convent10n to revise the Constitution of the state. The 
state newspapers reported that Governor Tyler muttered "God 
save the Co~monwealtI~" as he signed the bill. 1s Perhaps this was 
because he still tasted his defeat by the "machine" in the senatorial 
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p1:imary of_ 1899 and thought that they would control the election 
of convention delegates. If it was, then he must have felt the Lord 
answered this well publicized prayer as he viewed later returns of 
the Independents' triumph in the choice of convention deleo·ates. 

The campaign for seats in the constitutional convention::, and 
the campaign for the Demoa-atic gubernatorial nomination had 
interacting effects that aided the Independents. Eugene ·withers 
was credited with first suggesting such a convention to bring eco
nomy into state government. '9 Any feasible plan to reduce state 
expenses should have included thinning the ranks of state office 
holders and these men were the core of the "machine" that Martin 
was building.2° So the supporters of Withers' plan immediately 
found themselves at odds with the "machine." 21 Later, as this origi
nal aim of the convention was gradually swallowed in other issues, 
many 0£ the "machine" came around to the support of such a 
convention. 

One of the issues that overlapped economy was disenfranchise
ment of the Negroes. Since the Democrats had regained control of 
state politics and conducted the primaries (under the Walton 
Election Law), there had been a gTowing amount of corruption at 
the polls to insure Democratic victory. This was especially the case 
in the Black Belt where there was a large Negro vote that might 
have been combined with the white Republicans to overthrow the 
Democrats as Mahone had done. It was a comparatively easy matter 
for the Democratic party members ·working at the polls to trick 
the uneducated Negroes into voting incorrectly or to counteract 
their votes by such maneuvers as stuffing the ballot boxes. i\fany 
Democrats of otherwise unimpeachable character gave tacit consent 
to such practices because they appeared to be the only way to keep 
the hated Republicans out of power. 

They were chagrined, however, that such means had to be used; 
and, as the use of these methods became more common and Demo
crats began to use them against ~emocrats, they became _disgusted. 
The Richmond Times warned m 1900 that the e1ect10ns were 
beo-innino- to resemble the time ·when "to protect ourselves from 
th; Neo1~0 carpetbaggers' rule we resorted to expedients of the 
ballot box which brought our elections into contempt." 22 A great 
manv Democrats in the state saw disenfranchisement 0£ the Negro 
as the only solution to this problem and :his_ could only be accom-
plished through a revisjon of the Co_nst1tut10n.2s . 

The breath of reform that such ideas wafted over the public 
·was seized by the "pronessives" and turned into a howling gale 
that ripped at the stru~ture of the "machine" that Martin built. 
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A great deal of the "progressives'" gubernatori~ campaign w~s 
devoted to connecting the "machine" with corrupt10n 111 the public 
mind. They were aided by a note of amateurism. th~t_janglc~ harsh
ly against the idea of "machine" politics and was 1~1J_ected into the 
convention campaign when a number of leading otrzens who had 
not before been closely connected with politics entered their names 
in the primaries for delegates to the convention. These men did 
this with the altruistic idea of serving their state. This amateurism 
was demonstrated in Richmond when John Garland Pollard pro
posed that all the candidates for the convention pledge not to spend 
any money on their campaign. 2 4 And this pledge was made, though 
grudgingly by some. 

The combination of the "progressives," attacks and the new 
note of amateurism took their toll of the "machine," and when 
the results were in and tabulated, the "progressives" found they 
had control of the convention. This vote against the "machine" 
came almost at the same time as the gubernatorial primaries-the 
convention primaries being in the early spring and the gubernatori
al primaries in the late spring; therefore the "progressive" victory 
gave a lift to Montague's campaign. 

The contest for the nomination was gaining momentum at the 
end of March and the Richmond Dispatch reported that S1ranson 
had set up his headquarters in Murphy's Hotel, the political focal 
point of Richmond and hence the state, and that both candidates 
were conducting a heavy correspondence. 25 But several other im
portant developments had taken place before this. The press had 
obtained a personal letter of :Martin's that stated that two senators 
and several congressmen supported Swanson. This letter was pub
lished in papers thrnughout the state and created an extremely 
unfavorable reaction among the public to the thought of "machine" 
pressure supporting Swanson. As if this was not enough, a second 
letter of Martin's, this one marked "confidential," was leaked some
how to the newspapers. In this letter Martin said that he would 
regard it as a "personal reflection" upon himself if Swanson should 
not win. Almost a roar of disapproval could be heard from some 
quarters of the state when this letter appeared. A dispatch from 
Richmond to the Baltimore Sun, written two months later in 
retrospect, described these letters, perhaps too severely, as the "most 
serious blunders ever committed in a campaign in this State. "26 

The Clark Courier examined the trend of political thouo-ht throuo-h 
O D 

the state and concluded that the attack on the "machine" was 
"one of the reasons of Mr. Montague's strength with the masses. 
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The_y believe that he stands against the boss idea and that idea is 
noxious to them."27 

As _.March e1~d_ed every politician had his smile firmly fixed and 
was rashly prom1srng to deliver every vote within sight. But even 
the rashe~t of Montague's supporters felt that George Cabell bad 
g?ne a 1:nfle too far when he said that Montague would carry Dan
v11le;s m the heart of Swanson's territory, despite the fact that 
Montague was also from the area. This claim, hmvever, echoed 
t~~ growing confidence of the "progressives" in their strength in the 
cities of the state where they did not have to face the powerful clique 
of county office-holders that were the backbone of the "machine."•g 
City officials were never so adept at controlling the vote, although 
they, too, were organized in the "machine."so This ascendency of 
the "progressives" in the cities was doubly important because of the 
large block of votes a city controlled and the prestige gained 
throughout the state by a victory in one of the leading cities. 

Montague stepped up his campaign in the first week in April, 
and, while Swanson continued his correspondence with political 
figures through the state, newspaper headlines reported that "Mon
tague Ate Oysters and Gained Favor in Princess Anne County."s• 
This was in the territory of Representative William A. Jones who 
was a supporter o( Montague.s 2 A few days later Montague clubs 
sprang up in Manchester and Swansboro. Swanson's supporters were 
quick to organize a rival Swanson club in Manchester, a city that 
was to figure prominently in early political maneuvering. 

During the third week in April the Richmond Dispatch excited
ly reported that the candidates might stump the state.as There was 
no precedent for this in Democratic primaries in Virginia,34 but 
both candidates had reason to favor this breach of precedent. 
Montague's calm, reasoned speeches, sparked by his eloquence and 
gift for phrase-making had won him many supporters through the 
state, and he had every reason to believe that they would win many 
more in such a campaign. Swanson, moreover, welcomed this type 
of campaign as an opportunity to meet the voters an? make up 
some of the distance he had lost to lus better known nval. As the 
campaign developed, Swanson also took the oppm:r~nity to try to 
pull Montague off the white charger that he was nding roughshod 
over the "machine." 

The lack of any uniform primary plan in Virginia at this 
time made two issues prominent in the early sparring. 1:hese w~re, 
one, the question of which city was to vote first (thu_s 1~fluencrn? 
later voting to some extent), and, two, whether the wrnnmg c~n_d1-
date in local primaries should receive all the delegates or cl1v1de 
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mittee room, and one heated old gentleman threatened to cane 
the members when he heard their decision. It was also reported 
that two of _the members almost exchanged punches afterwards.4' 
Swanson claimed he would get twenty of the sixty-two Richmond 
delegates by this plan.4• 

The strength claimed by the "progressives" and amateurs in 
the state was shown in the selection of delegates to the constitu
tional c?nvention to be held in Richmond. Among those chosen 
from Richmond were C. V. Meredith, who had managed Lee's 
campaign in 189343 and never forgiven Martin, and J. Garland 
PollaTd, who had proposed the "spend no money" campaign pledge. 
The "machine" absorbed another body punch when 1ii\Tilliams H. 
Boaz and John Massey were nominated from Albemarle County, 
the home of Senator Martin. Both ran in announced opposition to 
Martin and his "machine."44 There appeared to be a firm basis £or 
the Time's wishful thought that the "machine" might be "cracking 
on the rocks"45 of the choice of delegates to the constitutional con
vention. 

Near the encl of April the State Central Committee of the 
Democratic party met in Richmond to determine the date and loca
tion for the gubernatorial convention. This Committee, which 
Swanson controlkd4 6-apparently through the ''machine"-followecl 
his wishes and selected an unusually late date, August 14, for the 
convention. l\Iontague, when he learned of this late date, scornfully 
remarked that they (the "machine") were so far behind that they 
were afraid of an early one.47 

The selection 0£ the site was a less serious matter. Richmond 
would probably have been their choice, but the Jefferson Hotel 
had burned to the ground less than a month before and accommoda
tions for the one thousand or more delegates would be a problem. 
Or at least this was a sop to the consciences of the Committee as 
they listened to Mr. Thom's description of the sandy beaches, cool 
ocean breezes, and ten cent juleps that waited for them in Norfolk. 48 

They selected orfolk. 
Swanson had undeniably gained by the late elate set for the 

convention, but on another front he was losing gTottnd. Montague, 
in his office of attorney general, was a member of the State Board 
of Education that appointed the school superinten?en~s. This 
Board had selected April, May, and June to accept a~plicat_10ns ~nd 
make these appointments throughout the state. Durmg this period 
the Ri.clunond papers reported that a steady stream of people ca111;e 
to see ·Montague to gain his support for themselves or their 
friends.49 The possession of the appointive power to these offices 
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that so many men wanted was a political plum t~at neut~a1i~ed 
much of the power the "rncahine" exerted through its orgarnza t10n 
of the county office holders. A comment that the Richmond Times 
made several years later illustrates, although it is exaggerated, the 
importance of this plum. The Times said that Mont~gue's "~-reatest 
political asset in his caml?aign £or the gubernatorial noT?m~,uon 
in 1901 was his membership of the State Board 0£ Educat10n. ~0 

April passed into May and the candidates moved out of Rich
mond to carry their campaign personally to the people. Montague 
appeared in Manchester on May 3 and spoke before a packed house 
that rocked with the efforts of his supporters to drown out the 
hecklino- of the Swanson club that had attended en masse. In the 

t, 

moments of reasonable calm when he could be heard above the 
crowd, Montague fired his charge of "one man government" and 
stated his support of an employer's liability law. He made no special 
effort to conceal the fact the Martin was the "one ·man" he was 
a ttacking.5' 

Montague's attack drew quick support from Demoo·ats tlu·ough 
the state. The Clark Courier quoted with approval the comment of 
The Northern Neck News that "It is time someone expressed ·what 
thousands of democrats have long felt in this state."5 2 

Martin replied three days later from Charlottesville ·with a 
statement that he was not managing Swanson's campaign although 
he "will support him like any other citizen."53 This was the only 
speech or statement that the Richmond Dispatch reported l\Ianin 
making during the months of April, May, and June when the cam
paign raged hottest. Apparently he believed that connecting his 
name in any way with Swanson, even in denials that they were 
connected, would do more harm than good. This is mute testimony 
to the effectiveness of the campaign Montague was waging. For 
Montague continued these charges as long as there was any doubt 
of the outcome. He replied to Martin's denial with the flat state-
1uent "Martin is working for S-wanson"54 and went on to say that 
Martin was the force behind the scenes responsible for the decision 
of the Richmond City Committee for the minority plan. l\lartin, 
he charged, brought the members of the Committee around to Swan
son's side in talks ·with them at the ,,vestmoreland Club,;;;; 

To all this the Dispatch commented that the fio-ht was threaten-
• D 

mg to become Montague versus Martin rather than S·wanson.56 
Ellyson retired from the race as the fight became hotter and 

the "machine," taking a terrific tongue-lashing from Montao·ue 
and his supporters, realized that they were in danger of deEeat. On 
the tenth of May l\fontague had spoken in Bristol and condemned 
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th pr po eel la,\ tat •l\ 1dc puhli i , . •1 ,,an on remain cl quiet 
on the i uc fo1 he wa in an mbarn in, po ition. hr "machine" 
drew 111uch o[ ih upp ,rt from Lal co1 pora ions, n<.l if he hould 
upp 1 l udt a hill he \ · 11J<l ·tli nate lll,tm of rhc e cot pot ati n ·. 

";\f 11tague "\\, r \\arcl I for hi\ uppon of the bill wh n L11c ex u
ti,· ommittc of the\ irginia Labor nion d cl:ired their upport 

( ~rontagu , , ·ho. the' aid, advocat d Lhe ·1uployer' liabilit 
Ja \\. -

.\fter hi· fir t swing 1hrough the tale, l\Iom guc 1eturned t 
Ri hmo11cl and appeal ·d LO " Id \'ir ini,111 and ,onfederat heroe 
l rall Lo hi uppo1 t.'' 6. Th Hem ic ount, priman had been 
held th dav bcl re thi. pee h , nd th<. afr wa full of harge of 
fraud and 01ruption from the 1 fonta ue men. 11 Thee char~c 
on rn ·<l ma mcetin~ to el t d leg,tt in the Howard' Gr ve 

and humak •1' pre iuCL • 

,\t flow rd' G1ov th m ·eting wa by the 
ou11ty ommitt man who then a1 p int ·d J. R. rr I tcmporar 

chai1 man. r le a1led for nomination for a permanent hairman 
and h , him. c If wa nominat d b) th<. , wan on men while "\\ . .J. 
Bingford wa nominated b the Ionla >uc men. hen, in the word 

f th Di patrh, "~fr. yr le call don fr. Par on to t:1k the '-'Ol • 

Th , ,\a a hO\ · of hand·. :\fr. Par on de la, d )Ir. vrcle the 
hai1 man." 1 hr lonr gu men, the paper go ·s on t a', t,tted 
hat the had ounted th vot · and it ,,a 160 t in favor of l\fr. 

Bim•fmc'r. Biller hargr and 111se filkd the hall and a near riot 
folio" cl that to k fill en minute to quiet. 

\Vlwn order wa I stored lhe Contague men a ked for a sc-c
oncl l II •r, and, ,\hen thi w, refu eel, thev a kcd for a ,ote hv 
hallnt. 1 his , a I f u d, antl th ame pt cedur a b<:for wa fol-
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lowed to dcct .i Sw ,llhOII man seCH"tal). Tht ce ;\ f ontag ue I dlu, 
dai1md th it the votL wa 165 10 5 thi, time 101 1hei1 ,and,datt 
\\ hu1 thi, ,amt pro<<·<lmt was lollo,,cd again in dt<ti111,; tlw tluec 
conHntio11 dell 1te~. ·1 riot broke out in the h,tll. Cu1s1.: ,rnd hlow, 
were 1.xch,maul. "I he D1.1/mlcl1 1e1xn tcd that "One m.,n, 1.:-.:citcd 
hevoml hi, f;ll,rns. d1tw hi') pi,tol ,1nd wa, aitnin~ it at the < hait
man when a m ,n st,111di11g b) lum {orcul clO\, n tht. gun." J inalh 
the J'.'\lolllal!ue men kit the hall ancl waited out,iclc !or the mcctin~ 
to ad1ourn. fhc;n thq wcllt b,1ck i11 ,md dccH d thlir o n ,I 11e of 

dclc!' ,1 tes. 
I he ... une ntnt.t 11 Llun6 occmred Ill '>lnunal.. r ,,hut. .J,1mC!. 

Russl'II called the 111ceti11~ to order, announ< cc.I that he ,,.1, the 
chai1111an. 111d 1ppo1med , ,c.:< ttat), In 1'1c. 11p10.11 d1.11 foll,H\·cd 
he n·11eatt•d and ag1l'ccl to an dection of the c:hai1ma11 and ~cot•· 
t,lT). \lont t,{ltc; men 1c.pa1ted in a ,,,om ~tat1.:ment puhli,htd on 
the ltont page ol the l)isJwtch) that their man 1ecuvcd thr<:c tiuH, 
the numbu of ,ote-. llu,,dt got Oc,pitc 1hi,. llu,,1 II du l.1n-d th.ti 
he wa, chairm.111 and amid the tumoil th,tt lollowed called fur 
nom11ntiom fo1 delq~.ue- to tht. conn:ntion. Tlw \lo111.1gm· men 
reque-,ted that the vote be takc11 b, hand or h.tllot 1.nhu than ,·i,·a 
, ocl. hut Ru cit I ulul th.11 no unt h.1d a I i~lll to ,p1..1k hue him~elf. 
thcv were out ol 01dc1, and the \'ote \\ottld be ,i,.1 ,on'. The 
\fo1 t •~m nan ,ta l I in thei1 ,, o n .,t nemult that the) .,gain 
1ccc-ivt:d a thrt'l' to-one majmit\, hut Ru,-,cll ,.1id that ht· did not 
< 1rt 101 h, lk 111,.., a d thn .H ,phu11 .,:· that he, , d.c chairman, 
and the ~wanson nwn wt•tr cknl'd.h, 

I,·,, ti ,, I er ti fo, d ... , 11.:ctcd , ',), n l r ,i~ncd 
will, ~wamon's app1 oval. t,11 ·1 his did not du.•t k tht• attack of tht· 

101 ,.,rut. 1u1 ho, ncr, cl ., , nk I tu (. \ _\f 1cd1 h , 1 

rcpo1 lt.'cl to ban- charged ',,ninson with arcqning '\tolt•n °nods." 07 

\kHdith denied thi, ,ntt. 11c.nt h t 1.:'\t dl\ hu.' ,.till th 1 ~,, m,;011 
should not acu pt the cleltgatc,. and no ge11tl<."ma11 rou Id ,11ppo1 t 

him ii he tlict.t• ..,, a1hon ptot ,tc:<l that he had no l>O\\<.'t to .1rccp1 
or 1qcct <~cl~g,ttt~ as though they wcr<." pt i,ate prnpert).h•1 

I he mcidcnt~ 1L Ito, ·11 cl\ G1 OYC rnd ',)rn11ukt·1 1 c.,011ndcd 
through~ut the _,t,tte and \\C'IC ~ci1l·d '" \lomag11l \ ,uppoi 1<·r, to 
,ub,t,tnll,llt. then <.h,llg_l's of ·m.1tlunc" <.01111ption 

~wa!1son ~x·gan ,1hout tlm tinw to< hallc11~e i\lont.1guc to joi11t 
dchat<: .. 111 \\l11,h he 1ppan.nth hop,:d to dc,110, thL h.1!0 th IL"·" 
being built up around ;\lontagu<.·. \s long a, pm,ibk \fo11ta~m· 
declml'd tht,c cl11llu1,..t,, ith ,a11ou, C'i.<.u,<., unul '-lw;in,on ha1.:kul 
him into a co1 ncr al Ro)dton and rcccin!d ,t wt itH'll ·1g1ec11ll'lll to 
appear on the pLnfo1 m 1~ai11-,t \\,11hon i{ u did not 1 ain. 
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Montague spoke first and last in the debate that followed on a 
pl_atform put u~ facing the town square. He prefaced his remarks 
:-v1_th an expression of regret that two Democrats should engage in 
JOlilt debate and continued in a calm, forceful manner. He attacked 
~.he_ power that the lobbyists had in the General Assembly and the 
oligarchy of office holders" in the state. The "machine'' was worse 

than .~Iahon_e he sa~d for "Martin tears down your house while you 
sleep -a thmly veiled reference to the defeat of Fitzhugh Lee.,o 

Swanson was introduced as a friend of the tobacco growers and 
began with a description of himself as only a "machinest" while 
Montague was "college bred.'' He charged that Montague had his 
own machine and was using it for "snap primaries" such as l\fan
chester. Swanson's voice rose and fell emotionally as he went on, 
and his collar began to melt in the afternoon heat. He was dismiss
ing Montague's attacks on the "machine" as those of a "cry baby" 
when, somewhere in the crowd, a voice bawled out, "What about 
Henrico?" referring to the primaries at Shumaker and Howard's 
Grove. Swanson ignored it and shouted the charge that Montague 
was using the appointment of school superintendents to his own 
political advantage. In conclusion, he supported the uniform pri
mary plan, the necessity of which the people were beginning to 
realize as they watched the bitter fights throughout the state. 

The Dispatch reported that Montague, sitting on the platform, 
remained calm throughout Swanson's speech although sometimes 
he paled and stiffened slightly. Montague summed up in the same 
dignified manner that he had first spoken. 

This was the only time that Swanson was able to force Mon
tague into a joint debate. Several times they spoke in the same place 
at different locations, but Montague always refused Swanson's chal
lenge to debate, because, he said, it only served to "raise blood and 
becloud the issues.",, Swanson began to complain that the only 
way he could talk to Montague was over a long distance telephone. 

A little over a week later Swanson spoke in Lynchburg where 
he was introduced by Senator John W. Daniel, who had taken little 
part in the campaign since he announced his support of Swanson. 
Swanson denied the charge that there was any "machine" or ring 
and boasted of his graduation from the University of Hard 

Knocks.7 2 

While Swanson spoke in Lynchburg, Montague was attacking 
the bosses in Danville.73 His support had been rising rapidly in 
Danville under the energetic management of George C. Cabell, 
and some of Swanson's friends were beginning to wonder if Cabell 
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might actually live up to his cocky boast to carry Swanson's own 
home for Montague. 

A few days later the candidates exchanged rostrums and Swan-
son appeared in Danville while Montague was in Lynchb~rg. John 
P. Krausse, president of the Trade and Labor Council of Richmond, 
introduced Swanson, and, trying to divide Montague's labor sup
port, described him as the "laboring man's friend." 74 Swanson had 
now formed a general formula for his speeches that consisted of 
denying he was a captive candidate of the "machine," attacking 
Montague's role in the appointment of school superintendents, 
charging that Montague was afraid to face him in debate, charging 
Montague men with "snap primaries," and emphasizing his humble 
origin.75 

Carter Glass, editor of the Lynchburg Daily Advance, an
nounced his support of Montague and introduced him in Lynch
burg.16 Glass defended him from the charge that he put the schools 
into politics with assertions that the selections was being held earlier 
than ever before, and Montague was choosing men despite his own 
interest.77 This energetic support given by Glass was an important 
boost for Montague,7 8 and he spoke that night to a packed hall that 
overflowed into the aisles. 

The ne..,vs that Montague had carried Danville was in headlines 
the next morning. Cabell had done it! Swanson had been beaten 
in his home territory with the aid of the labor vote.?9 In the largest 
vote recorded in Danville history, Montague had won by seventy
seven votes this city conceded to Swanson. 

A day later the news burst that Montague had carried Lynch
burg by an 800 vote majority! He had moved ahead of Swanson 
with 224 delegates to 159. Canying these cities with their vote and 
prestige was the turning point in the campaign. Montague never 
lost his lead and rapidly opened it even more. The spirits of his 
supporters soared, and they predicted that he would get 800 and 
then 1000.so 

Swanson, in desperation, tried to step up his personal attack 
on Montague. He asked why Montague had not cleaned out the 
corruption since he was attorney general. He said that Montao·ue 
had ridden the rail in the gold silver fight in the party, and that 
Montague had traded and bargained for both his offices. He re
newed _his charges that Montague had used the schools in politics.Si 
Then m a s~ee~h _a~ Ne:vport News he said that he would sign 
any employe~-s habiltty bill that was placed before him as governor, 
and he published a letter from Samuel Gompers saying that Swan
son had always voted with labor in Congress.82 
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Io~t gu. ignor d the e attack and a owd in the Old Mark t 
quare m Richmond roar ·d app o l " hen b said, · Let the 

heath n rage."83 
In lh 1 or lk primary that immediat ly foil wed L nchburg 

Iontagu took veral o( the delegate from "j\far h 11, wh had 
been e pe ted to w ep the ity, , hen the rumor went about that 
1 Car h, 11 , a onne l d with wan n. -t 

_Richo:ond _ v ted on June 7 and Iontague won a expected, 
. ett1~g thu-t '· 1 ht_ deleaate . land lide for Iontague appear d 
imminent headhn • o( statewide le tion re ult in the Dispatch 
for June and I pro laimed, "Lion' har to fontague" and 
" fore For "i\Iontague." o Jun 13 wan on, in a lat effort r . 
lea ed Jen r from J. B. tephenson, James Ray, and R. . Jame 
"p~·oving" M ntague promi ed office to gee the attorney general-
h1p. 5 hr e da · later wan on and Echol combined th ir 
tr ngth in at effort to beat Iontague in Roanoke but thi la t tep 

wa futile a :M ma c won ixt -tw of i ty-fi . hi victor, 
vinu ll Iomagu of enough ot to win on the fir t 

ballot. our da later, on the cwenti th of June, wan on lo ed 
hi headquarter and left Richmond. 

1 Ioma e wa now a ured of the nomination, and it , a nl 
a matter f wailin for the onven ion to be held. He had capitalized 
full on hi arly 1 ad, kept wan on and the "machine" on th de
fen ive mo t of the time and wrapped up hi victory in little und r 
a month and on -h If after th fir t primary. If he bad not won the 
n mination in the primaries, hi hance would ha e b en great! 
r du ed in the on ention , here the patrona e and pre tige of l.h 
"machine'' ould be thro, ·n ompletely behind wan on. 

It bad bee1 a bitt r fi ht though-one of the bittere c that had 
ever raged in th rank f the irginia Demo rati p, rty-and man 
part men were afraid that the car would be low to heal and a 

ur e of strength to the "enemy." In the mid t of the campaign 
many voice had been rai ed wi h the Clark Courids for Mon
tagu and , an on to, ithdra\ and allow the party to unite behind 

ome compromi e andidate. 
o the rain that had fallen all morning in orfolk suited the 

mood of m ny f the del gate a the cam into the ity £or th 
con ntion. But th re were many young men pr ent who ignored 
the rain and thought it one of the bri hte t days in irginia hi tory. 
In the ran · of the e oun m n were many n w leaders who expect· 
ed t take oncrol of the par y, and the Dispatch's correspondent 
noted "Many of the old war hor es are absent. It em to be the 
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young man's year."81 Delegates poured into the city all day, and 
every train was late.ss 

The next day, August 15, Andrew J. Montague was the only 
name presented to the convention for the gubernatorial nomina
tion. He made a gracious speech of acceptance, but the speech that 
warmed the hearts of the delegates that day was the generous and 
·warm pledge of support that Swanson made to Montague. The 
Dispatch commented, "The manner in which the defeated guberna
torial candidate pledged his support to his victorious rival and the 
hand clasp in which the two united on the stage, were striking 
features of the day, and fitting finale to perhaps the bitterest intra
party contest the Virginia Democracy has ever known."89 

After the convention, Swanson and Martin took their families 
abroad for a vacation, but they returned in time for the campaign 
in which Swanson made more stump speeches through the state for 
Montague than any other single person. There was motive in all 
this, of course. Swanson won a great deal of popularity in the party 
for his gracious acceptance of defeat and efforts to heal the schism, 
and his speeches throughout the state gained more friends for him 

. and made certain that he would not lose again from being un
known. All this added up to the governorship in 1905. Thus despite 
Montague's tirumph in 1901, the "progressives" were ultimately 
destined for defeat by the "machine." 

Montague was never in any danger of losing to the Republi
cans, though, as they had been weakened by internal divisions even 
more than the Democrats.9° The Democratic platform, which avoid
ed national issues, had five leading planks-a uniform primary law, 
improvement of the state roads, greater appropriations for the 
schools, an inspection system to see how state funds were spent, and 
a tangible property tax. 

J. Hampton Hoge was the Republican nominee, and he ran 
behind Montague all the way. His campaign received a sharp set
back when Republican President Theodore Roosevelt, had Booker 
T. Washington to dinner, and a wave of anger and fear swept over 
the state at this breach of the color line. A dispatch from Radford 
in the Times said Roosevelt cooked Hoge's goose entirely in Rad
ford. On November 5 the Demoo·atic ticket was swept in, and 
Andrew J. ·Montague became governor of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. 
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